CHAPTER THREE
BRITISH AGRICULTURE
A PERSON who had never been in England might
imagine that the population of that small island had
not much room. England, Wales, Scotland and
Northern Ireland, which now make up the United
Kingdom, are, in fact, much more densely populated
than Germany. In Great Britain about 50 inhabitants
live in an area which is inhabited by only 34 people in
Germany. The stranger is therefore all the more
surprised when he drives through England and Scotland
in his car and perhaps leaves it standing on the narrow
and fairly busy main roads to wander for a while over
the fields.
He finds a deserted countryside, apparently almost
uninhabited and consisting largely of what seem to be
neglected grassy wastes. He can wander through the
meadows, which are a rich green in the spring and
yellow in midsummer, without meeting a soul. The
fields are surrounded by irregular thorny hedges and
there are very few regular footpaths. He must climb
over hedges, fences and barred gates in order to get
from one field to the next, and if he is wise he will
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